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1780: Lincoln
Chartered

1795: First
permanent
settlements

1806: First
gristmill

1825-1830: Several mills
built along New Haven River

1824: Most
men work in

forges

1840: O.W.
Burnham

owns all three
forges in town

1840's-1850's: Iron works comprises the
core of town's economy

1860: Postal
delivery
begins

1869: Flood
1880: Town

reaches industrial
prosperity

1886: Mills surpass iron works as
core of town economy: More than 100
men work in 15 mills and more than a
third of population employed by the

mill industry

1886: Dairying
and sugaring

become profitable

1894: Lincoln Lumber
Company mill rebuilt
with improvements

after fire- production
increase tenfold 1916: Lincoln

Creamery buys
$13,000 of

butterfat from local
farmers
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1830: Freshet

1884: 12
school districts

in Lincoln

1890: Lincoln
Lumber Co.
established

1891: Bristol
Railroad ships

first load

1899: Lincoln
Creamery

established on
Creamery Street

1901: Lincoln
Lumber

destroyed by
fire

1923: Lincoln Lumber
purchased by Cota &
Noyes, goes bankrupt

within three years

1925: Two
of the
twelve

schools in
Lincoln close

1927:
Flood

1938:
Flood

1942: Lincoln
Creamery

closes

1943: West
Lincoln post
office closes

1950's; Three
more schools

close

1852: South
Lincoln post
office closes

1963: Last
one-room

school house
closes

1968: Lincoln
Center post
office closes

1972: A
bobbin mill
burns and is
replaced by
pallet mill

1976:
Flood

1992: Last dairy
cattle auctioned off
and dairy farming

ends in Lincoln
2007: Lincoln

Pallet Mill
closes

2001: One sawmill
in operation-

Vermont Heritage
Woodworks

specializes in
custom sawing and

native lumber1824: Town produces
29,250 lbs of maple
sugar, 20,400 lbs of

potatoes and 9,000 lbs
of wool

1965 - Present: Lester and Monique Anderson

1790:
Vermont 82%

forested

1820: Vermont
58% forested 1830's-1840's: Rapid development of cattle, dairy and wool

1830's-1850's: Sheep boom

1848: First
railroad in VT 1860's: VT iron

industry effectively
ends due to poor

quality ore

1870: Sheep
population is one
third of peak in

1840
1880: Creameries
develop rapidly 1900: Height

of butter
production

1900: Sweet
cream and

milk become
more

profitable than
butter

ICC gives milk en
route from VT to
Boston favorable

freight rates

1910-1930: The number of farms decreases and acreage per farm
increases, while extensive cropland is transformed to woodland
and pasture; on average farm, no hogs, fewer horses, and the

number of sheep decreases by 2/3 1957: Dairy industry
begins transition
from cans to bulk

tans

1967: Transition to bulk
tanks complete; small
dairies out of business

1986:Federal
government whole

herd buyout of
cattle

1810-1830's: Iron industry grows

1830's-1860's: Iron industry in decline

1964-1965:
Wilson Shelton

1963-1964:
Cushman etc

1951-1963: Burkes1945-1951:
Henry Tanner

1918-1945: Charles Bancroft

1916-1945: John Guthrie

1899-1916: Charles M. Orvis

1907-1916: Samuel Hill1862-1903: Samuel O'Bryan*

1892-1899: Daniel
Orvis

**

1849 - 1892: Nathaniel Morrill

1858-1862:
Hibbard Morrill

1852-1858:
Nathan Greene

1823-1852: Nathaniel Gove

1833: Purchases 10
acres from Almond

Burnham

1823: purchases 50
acres from Harmon

 Macumber  

1890: 3
post offices

in town

1903: Nelson
Murray's butter
tub factory and

sawmill destroyed
by fire

* Nathan Downing sells his half of the farm to Samuel 
O’Bryan and includes “all the stock farming tools and 
sugar and dairy tools which I own in company with said 
O’Bryan, and also all other property I own in company 
with said O’Bryan.”

** Daniel Orvis purchases land and “one pair black 
horses and heavy sleds, double wagon, double harness, 
single wagon with sleigh harness, sleigh mowing 
machine, and evaporator and arches” from Nathaniel 
Morrill’s estsate.

*** Walter Kimball purchases farm from Charles Orvis 
along with all the sugaring tools and all hay in the horse 
barn and cow stable.

1824: Lincoln Annexes 
a mile-wide strip of 

land from Bristol

1829 - 1849: Almon Burnham? - 1831: Joseph Matthews
? - 1829: Benjamin Brown60 acres

48 acres

Nathaniel Morrill is the
largest sheep farmer in
Lincoln with over 170
ewes producing 477 lbs 
of wool.

Nathaniel Morrill dies at
age 97.  Outlives all his
children and his wife.
Farm goes up for public
auction.

1903-1907:
Grampton &

Frank

1915-1918:
Walter

Kimball***Records show that
Nathaniel Morrill owns
only 16 sheep.  Now 
produces cheese from 
cows milk. 
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