The Power of Maps  (GG120)
Page 


THE POWER OF MAPS  (GG120)

Department of Geography

Fall Term 2003

PERSPECTIVE:   From earliest time, people have made maps to show what was theirs and to take what wasn't.  Maps have been synonymous with power from well before the Renaissance, when the findings of explorations were falsified, through the Cold War when maps were manipulated sub​tly to shape our perceptions of the other side.  Maps also have been critical to some of our most hu​manitarian efforts.  Following the example of nineteenth century physician John Snow, who used maps to infer that cholera was caused by water​borne pathogens, contemporary epidemiologists use sophisti​cated mapping techniques in the search for causes of cancer and other endemic diseases.  Ironically, the same mapping technology that guided Tomahawk Cruise missiles in the first Gulf War serves as the basis for state-of-the-art 911 emergency-response systems.  Through investigation of examples like these, this course explores maps not just as windows to the peoples who make them but as important forces in shaping society and history.

FORMAT AND EVALUATION:   This course meets three times weekly.  The Monday and Wednesday sessions are predominantly lectures, but Fridays are reserved for discussion of ideas in​troduced in the readings, exploration of mapping technologies, and group activities.  Because the success of the course depends on your commitment and involvement, 20 percent the course grade will be based on preparation and participation.  An additional 40 percent of the grade is derived from weekly assignments, most of which involve some written work, but many of the assignments also ex​periment with tools and techniques for making and manipulating maps.  The remaining 40 percent of the course grade is based equally on two examinations:  a mid-term and a final.  The final exam will not be comprehensive but will focus on material covered since the mid-term.  Exam dates and the dates that as​signments will be distributed, as well as the dates they are due, are listed on the outline.  Please note that late assignments receive no credit, but all assignments — whether late or not — must be completed to receive credit of the course.  

TEXTS:  The following books are required for the course.  All can be obtained at the College Store.

The Discoverers.  Daniel Boorstin.  Random House.  1983.

How to Lie with Maps.  Mark Monmonier.  Chicago University Press.  1996 (2nd edition).

The Mapmakers.  John Noble Wilford.  Random House.  2000 (2nd edition).

Mapping: Ways of Representing the World.  Daniel Dorling and David Fairbairn.  Longman.  1997.

INSTRUCTOR:

Bob Churchill

Bicentennial Hall 315

Phone:
443-5563 (office)


453-4289 (home)

Office Hours: 
1:30 – 2:30 PM, Mondays and Fridays, or by appointment

COURSE OUTLINE:
Date
Topic
Reading*
Sept. 8
The Nature of Maps
MAP: Ch 1 & 4


ASSIGNMENT 1:  Unconventional Maps
(due Sept. 12)


Sept. 10
Maps in Minds
HTL: Ch 1-3, MAP: pp 167-169
Sept. 12
Maps from Primitives
DS: Ch 10
Sept. 15
Maps from Pre-History and Pre-Technological Cultures
MM:  Ch 1


ASSIGNMENT 2:  Cartographic Ephemera
(due Sept. 19)


Sept. 17
The Classical Period
DS:  Ch 11

Sept. 19
Popular Cartography
———

Sept. 22
Conundrums of Classical Times
DS:  Ch 12, MM:  Ch 2 and 3



ASSIGNMENT 3:  Forgery or Fortune
(due Oct. 1)


Sept. 24
Ptolemy Projects
MAP: Ch 2
Sept. 26
It’s Greek to Me
———

Sept. 29
"T-in-O" in the Dark Ages
DS: Ch 13-14, MM: Ch 4



ASSIGNMENT 4:  Renaissance Journal
(due Oct.  8)


Oct.   1
Looking East
DS: Part 5

Oct.   3
GPS Treasure Hunt
DS: Part 7, MM: Ch 5

Oct.   6
Measuring Space in Time
MM: Ch 7-10 & Ch 14



ASSIGNMENT 5:  Age of Empires
(part 1 due Oct.  29; part 2 due Nov. 7)


Oct.  8
Finding The Way Through the Renaissance
DS: Ch 20-23 & Part 8, MM: Ch 6

Oct. 10
Thematic Mapping
MAP: Ch 3
Oct. 13
Medical Maps in the Industrial Revolution
———



ASSIGNMENT 6:  Mapping, Medicine, and Public Health
(due Nov. 3 )


Oct. 15
Mid-Term Examination


Oct. 20
The Life and Times of Elbridge Gerry
———




ASSIGNMENT 7:  Gerrymandering Made Easy
(due Nov. 3)

Oct. 22
The Civil War and Journalistic Cartography
———

Oct. 24
Reapportionment by Computer
HTL: Ch 10-11
Oct. 27
Space, Place, and Ubiquity:  Maps that Sell
HTL: Ch 5



ASSIGNMENT 8:  Maps for Madison Avenue
(due Nov. 12)


Oct. 29
Photographic Truth in the Digital Age
HTL: Ch 12

Oct. 31
Analytical Cartography
———

Nov.  3
The Results of Redistricting
MM: Ch 12 & 13
Nov.  5
From Appomattox to Flanders Fields:  Pictures from the Sky
MAP: Ch 6, MM: Ch 15

Nov.  7
Air Photos and the Lay of the Land
———

Nov. 10
From World War Two to U2:  Image Intelligence
HTL: Ch 8 & 9, MM: Ch 22
Nov. 12
Trains, Planes, and Automobiles:  Maps for the Transportation Revolution
———
Nov. 14
Satellite Sensing
MM: Ch 16-19

Nov. 17
Political Cartography
MM: Ch 12, HTL: Ch 7-8, MAP: Ch 5 & 8



ASSIGNMENT 9:   Persuasion and Propaganda
(due Nov. 26)


Nov. 19
Mapping September 11:  Cartographic Narrative in the Press
———

Nov.  21
Geographic Information Systems
MAP: Ch 7, MM: Ch 23


ASSIGNMENT 10:  NIMBY (Not in My Backyard)
(due Dec. 3)


Nov. 24
Mapmaking before Macs
———

Dec.  1
Mapping the City — Making the City
———

Dec.  3
Mapping for Environmental Management
HTL:  Ch 6

Dec.  5
Maps and Society      (No discussion sections; entire class meets at 9:05.)
MAP: Ch 9
*
DS
The Discoverers, Boorstin

HTL
How to Lie with Maps, Monmonier

MM
The Mapmakers, Wilford

MAP
Mapping, Dorling and Fairbairn
