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Mapping the City

A BRIEF HISTORY:

Earliest extant city maps are Babylonian clay tablets like this one of Tuba, a suburb of 
   Babylon


Recall that these maps were mass produced



straight lines dominate because it was difficult to draw curved lines in wet clay

Although no Greek maps, a number of Roman city maps survive from the Greco-Roman 
   period


the most spectacular may have been the Forma urbis Romae



originally cut in marble from 203-211 A.D. 




at a scale of approximately one inch to 20 feet




what remains are 679 fragments

Nuremberg Chronicle, 1493, by Hartmann Schedel contained 116 named city views


like this one of XXX

but less than one-quarter of these were approximate representations of the actual 
      scene


the same woodcut blocks were used again and again for different cities


this common practice continued well into the 16th century (Münster’ s Cosmographia is 
      another well known example)

Some of the first accurate urban maps are found in siege plans of the 15th and 16th 
   centuries, but the most notable maps of the period were found in the Civitates Orbis 
  Terrarum (London in 1572, Rome in 1572, and detail of Rome)


City atlas, in 6 volumes, the first in 1572, the last in 1617


546 maps and views, each accompanied by description of history and commerce


intended as a companion to Ortelius, who served as something of an adviser


most maps engraved by Frans Hogenberg, who engraved the plates in Ortelius atlas


Civitates was edited by Georg Braun, a cleric from Cologne

 
some maps are in plan, some are in perspective, and some combine both


all show people in local dress, a fact often said to enhance the accuracy and 
     authenticity of the work



but knowing that the Turks’ religion forbade them from looking at representations of 
        the human form, Braun included people to be certain that the maps would not be 
        used for military purposes

The great popularity of the Civitates Orbis Terrarum gave rise to Dutch town books of 
   Bleau and Jansson in the mid 17th century, both of which used many of the plates 
   from the City Atlas


the popularity of these town books spread throughout Europe and lasted well into the 
     18th century

By the 18th and 19th centuries, the need for urban planning became clear in many 
    European cities, and maps were the fundamental tool in this effort


Some of the most beautiful and well known maps are those collected by the Society 
       for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge, e.g. Berlin (1833) and Hamburg (1841)
TYPES OF URBAN MAPS:

Planimetric maps, the first and most common from throughout history

Three-dimensional scale models, e.g. Citadelle de St. Martin-de-Ré, 1827

most popular in France, where many still can be seen in the Paris Museum of Plans

Profiles 


intended to vive a view of the skyline, these were never as popular as other methods

Bird’s-eye views


popular in Europe as early as the 15th century, these views did not find their way to 
      North American until the 18th century

between 1840 and 1890, over 4,000 of these views were produced


most were made by itinerant artists


not only large places like Boston (1850), New York (1856), and Pittsburgh (1906)

or even more moderate cities like Savannah (1855) or Dubuque (1866)



but any place where the artist could earn a living including Cripple Creek (1896), 
      Hannibal  (1869), Saco and Biddeford (1855), Prescott (1885), and Great Bend (1880)

popularity declined for a number of reasons:

· cities were growing so fast, views were outdated before they could be completed

· major cities were so large to require more work than could be recovered from sales

· emergence of aerial photograph usurped the uniqueness of panoramic representations

before their demise, however, bird’s-eye views captured changes in urban form and 
   structure (e.g. time series of Washington, D.C.)


especially in large cities, where views were made frequently and at short intervals


views especially show the role of transportation in allowing more affluent to move 
     outward, away from industrial activities

PURPOSE AND AUDIENCE:

(why urban maps were made and for whom)

The maps made, their purpose, and their audience change systematically through time as illustrated by the Chicago case study, at one scale, and by the brief history offered earlier, on a larger temporal scale

Defense


maps of Vienna (1833) and Geneva (1841) reflect fortified city structure dating to the 
       Medieval period


British Headquarters in New York, 1782
Transportation / Navigation 


from Paris street perspective (1734-1739) to London by Tube (David Booth 1987) 

Urban Planning and Design


Bridges Plan (1803) vis-à-vis Carwitham plan (1830)


laissez faire growth at the tip of Manhattan sounded the call for planning, a call  
        reflected in the gridiron street pattern and mid and upper Manhattan


Boston in 1764, 1777, 1781, 1927, and time-series schematic


a state-of-mind surrounded by water



with street pattern attributed to cow paths



in fact, streets meandered around swells and swales that have since been removed

Political Control


the Lusk Commission Map (1924) and mid-Manhattan Vice Map (1975)
Real Estate (from speculation to red-lining)


Greeley, Carlson real-estate atlas of Chicago (1884)
Fire Insurance


Fireman’s Guide (1834), Insurance Map of New York (1853), Sanborn Map of Boston 
       (1867), and more recent San born excerpts

(fire insurance first issued for North American properties by London firms)

