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Political Propaganda

INTRODUCTION:

· Maps can effectively supplant the reality that the represent


demonstrate using conventional symbols


and note that map symbols are equivocal



for example, symbol for a church may seem univocal i.e., has only one meaning



but age, size architecture, denomination remain undefined and unknown

· Maps also invoke false sense of ‘scientific’ objectivity, yet incorporate a variety of lies

· Finally, maps are poorly understood by the public at large

Maps, therefore, are a popular and effective medium for political persuasion and propaganda

Effectiveness of maps to convey political messages often exploited in cartoons and broadsides 


Napoleon and Pitt carving up the world

British carving up Germany on backs of French

England grows stronger

Europe in 1870
PROPAGAND MAPS:  THE FAMILIAR NAZI  EXAMPLE

The most often cited examples of propaganda maps are those produced by the Nazis

Nazis certainly used propaganda maps in an imaginative variety of ways


to justify expansion (2), argued to be recovery of crucial living space (lebensraum)


to manipulate other states, e.g. to persuade the U.S. to stay out of the war



contrast with Stevenson’s forged map showing Nazi designs in South America

to demoralize troops
However interesting, the emphasis on Nazi maps has two unfortunate consequences

· Nazi maps have obfuscated the Geopolitk model and the cartography it occasioned

· Preoccupation with Nazi propaganda diverts attention away from more subtle, skillful, and perhaps more effective maps

GEOPOLITIK

Geopolitik model, which emerged after First World War saw state as an organic entity


and shared a number of similarities with social Darwinism

Academics used maps to show how Germany suffered from Versailles

These maps – and attendant writings – really occasioned rise of the National Socialists

Interesting irony here is great emphasis geopolitik mapmakers placed on honesty


clearly didn’t realize the degree to which their convictions were reflected in their maps


which raised the issue of definitions:  what is propaganda?

Propoaganda aims to make people believe something they would not in the normal course of events.  Propaganda manipulated relationships very deliberately to persuade people to accept a particular claim to the truth
Pickles
Clearly, some maps are undeniably intended as propaganda


Germany’s African colonies?

Posters from Israel
yet the complexity of history and peoples’ place in it precludes truly objective maps



map showing partition of Germany


maps from Atlas of Soviet Affairs


commemorative stamp block from World War II



(like stamps, many uses of maps are subtle


these certainly may reinforce if not change our views, yet not truly propaganda



which brings us to lack of attention to more subtle maps of persuasion

MAPS WITH A POLITICAL MESSAGE

Maps as symbols of state

Maps to legitimize colonial claims


British Empire in 1886

Desliens 1566 map showing French claims in the new world
Maps to legitimize territorial claims, e.g. Israel’s susceptibility to rocket attack
TRICKS OF THE TRADE

Circles, encirclement, and pincers

Black Ink, e.g. map from Eisenhower’s Crusade in Europe
Advancing (red) and retreating colors

Vibrating line patterns

Toponyms

Arrows, bombs, missiles, and similar Freudian symbology

Two examples from the Gulf War use nearly all these

