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T-in-O in the Dark Ages

PERSPECTIVE:

The classical period came to a close with 


the fall of the Roman Empire


and perhaps more symbolically, the destruction of the Library at Alexandria

The period that ensued – the Medieval period – lasted more than 1,000 years . . .

from the 5th through the 15th centuries

This time is most commonly characterized as devoid of true intellectual activity with life

and learning in the hands of the Christian church


learning – including geography and mapmaking – was indeed directed toward 


central religious purpose


BUT more taken from the Classical Period than generally acknowledged

MAPS IN THE MEDIEVAL PERIOD:

Three types of map found in this time period:


1.
cadastral maps, an extension of Roman properties surveys and centuriations


2.
periplus and portolani  – pilot charts for the Mediterranean


3.
mappae mundi





(from mappa, a kind of table cloth; and mundi for world)

mappae mundi are unique – and unique to the period, hence focus of detailed study


largely intended as illustrations to accompany and embellish text



although a few large, stand-alone maps appeared late in the period


similarly, mappae mundi were made by the same person who wrote the text – often a


monk or priest – rather than a mapmaker

the map form originated in Spain and is also highly typical of England, for reasons


that are not entirely clear



in the case of Spain, it has been argued that Christian faith perpetuated a strong 



Roman subculture, but ironically, Italy produced few if any mappae mundi

mappae mundi can be grouped into four distinctive categories
· tripartite (also known as T-in-O maps), the most familiar type of the period

· quadripartite, a T-in-O with a fourth continent at the antipode

· zonal, based on the climata concept from the Classical Period

· transitional
in the 14th and 15th centuries, the interest in geography gave rise to maps based 


on the T-in-O form but that integrated data from peripli and portolan charts


with the exception of the zonal form, all share a more or less common characteristics

· flat, circular disk




based on Roman form from the classical period





is not intended to support a conviction that the world is flat





often suggested that belief in a flat earth was pervasive during this period





but there is little evidence to support this





and some, in fact, to support  more pervasive belief in a spherical earth






for example, Isadore of Seville, who fathered one of the T-in-O genre, 






recognized the earth as a sphere





what can be said is that there was little concern for the shape of the earth – it 





simply was not important  

· no scale, no graticule (i.e. lines of latitude and longitude)


again, mappae mudae were not intended to be geographically accurate – their


primary purpose was didactic and moralizing – NOT to communicate 


geographic facts

· content was diagrammatic illustration of religious doctrine – not geography

It is . . . impossible without a world map to make [oneself] an image of, or even for the mind to grasp, what is said of the children and grandchildren of Noah and the Four Kingdoms and other nations and regions, both in divine and human writings.
Fra Paolino Veneto

nearly all maps included three major Christian events:


the creation


salvation


the Last Judgment

· corollary, single maps typically contained events – most often religious – that 
spanned a thousand years of recorded history with emphasis was on where

events occurred

EXAMPLES:

Over 1,100 maps – mostly variants of the T-in-O – survive . . .

but there are only a few genre(4 or 5), which were copied repeatedly

Three kingdoms

for the three sons of Noah (for each of the three known continents)



note also that form has Christian analogies




three divisions represent the holy trinity




the T represents the cross




and the circle, the perfect form of God’s world

Beatus maps (2) 


from manuscript to illustrate the revelation of St. John


originally written in 776, by a Spanish monk Beatus


note the orient at the top


squarish shape (like the 1109 Beatus here) from Revelations 7:1, “I saw four angels


standing on the four corners of the earth.”


note also fourth continent (quadripartitie), first imagined by Greeks and Romans



assumed to be less popular because it forced recognition of an antipode



also could be from scripture



described as unexplored, torrid, desert

Psalter map

a map in the Isadorean genre (recall the monk Isadore believed in a spherical earth)


note that Christ not only dominates at the top but holds a T-in-O globe in his hand


6 by 4 inch map appeared in 13th century Book of Psalms


note Jerusalem at center, a practice adapted universally after the Crusades

Evesham map

a 1390 map from Evesham Abbey


Adam and Eve appear on the back of a carved throne like the one extant at the Abbey


note exaggerated size of England


both Wales and Scotland separated by Ocean


contains over 50 place names in England, and less religious iconography


context is more political, showing superiority of British over the French


(note Calais, the British bridgehead in France since the 100-years war)

Hereford map

has remained in Hereford Cathedral where it was created in 1300


a free-standing map, 53 by 63 inches, such as those from the late Medieval period


characteristics of the transitional phase, with a distinct theological perspective but


detailed geographic reference


although made by an English priest Richard de Bello, many names and relatively


accurate locations


toward the edges, the map shades into myth and legend, beasts and savages

Fra Mauro

constructed in 1459, south was to the top


excellent example of transitional type of map 

