Connecting to Database severs

Database servers allows seamless access of remote data via the web.  With the new ArcGIS 9.3 software we can utilize server data of Topo maps and Imagery for our project areas.  

To connect to a database server open ArcCatalog and click the Add ArcGIS server folder under GIS servers.
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Click next to “use GIS services”
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This wizard quides you through the process of
miaking a connection to an ArcGIS Server. You can
either create a user connection to use GIS services,
or an administrative connection t manage GIS
services,
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Enter http:/server.arcgisonline.com/arcgis/services into the dialog box as below and click finish 
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Now in ArcCatalog you will have access to the services online.  Two in red below are imagery and topos that should help with your project.  The limitations to these services are image quality of the topos and a set projection of WGS84 (they can be used in any projections but be careful bringing these files in as the first layer of a map). 
Only the files with a white symbol will be available for use in 9.3   
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